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Learning Objectives

By the end of this session, participants will be able to:

• Understand what an academic author profile is and why it is essential in today’s scholarly ecosystem.

• Identify the purpose and scope of ORCID, ResearcherID, Scopus Author ID, Google Scholar and ResearchGate

• Create, complete, and correctly update an ORCID profile.

• Manage your profiles in Web of Science, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Link the different profiles to ensure coherence and automatic updates.

• Apply good practices for the periodic maintenance of digital academic identity.
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What is an Academic Author Profile?

• Unique digital identity

• Clarity, consistency, ease of identification

• Built using persistent identifiers

• Unambiguous identification even in confusing cases such as:

• Variations in name format or signature

• Changes in institutional affiliation

• International collaborations

• Name similarities with other researchers
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One easy example…
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How a fragmented identity affects 
visibility and attribution

A dispersed or duplicated digital identity can create several problems:

• Errors in publication attribution and metrics

• Duplicate profiles in databases such as Scopus or Web of Science

• Loss of visibility in search engines and automated systems

• Difficulties in evaluation processes that require accurate metrics (research 
assessments, grant applications, accreditation, etc.)



Increasing institutional 
requirements and obligations
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More and more institutions, funders, and publishers require 
persistent identifiers—especially ORCID—

In what cases can these permanent identifiers be requested?

• Submitting articles to journals

• Applying for research funding

• Registering in evaluation platforms

• Participating in international collaborative projects



Increasing institutional 
requirements and obligations
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In addition, standardized profiles:

• Simplify and speed up accreditation and evaluation 
processes.

• Facilitate the creation of institutional reports and 
bibliometric analyses.

• Reduce administrative workload for both researchers 
and support services.



ORCID
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ORCID

What is ORCID?
• The ORCID (Open Researcher and Contribution ID) 

organization is an international, interdisciplinary, open and 
non-profit organization. Its main aim is to provide an unique 
identification for researchers.

• The ORCID identifier allows authors and their scientific 
output to be uniquely identified over time

• Completely free!
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Link: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5085-2891


Advantages of having 
an ORCID iD

• Trusted organizations can automatically add information to a 
researcher’s record

• Name flexibility and disambiguation

• It links all of a researcher’s work while allowing full control 
over visibility settings
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Name disambiguation
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Advantages of having an ORCID iD
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Advantages of having an ORCID iD
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Cross-platform synchronization





You can also synchronize it with our repository!
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Platforms and organizations supporting ORCID
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The ORCID record – Public View
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Permalink

Name variations

A short 
biography

Activities: employment, 
eduaction, work, funding, etc.

Other profiles 
on different 
websites
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Creating an ORCID profile

• https://orcid.org/register

• Sign in - ORCID
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ORCID Help Page for researchers 
(FAQs, videotutorials, etc.): 

https://support.orcid.org/hc/en-us 

https://orcid.org/register
https://orcid.org/register
https://orcid.org/signin
https://orcid.org/signin
https://orcid.org/signin
https://orcid.org/signin
https://orcid.org/signin
https://support.orcid.org/hc/en-us
https://support.orcid.org/hc/en-us
https://support.orcid.org/hc/en-us


Creating an ORCID Profile – 
Privacy Settings

• Everyone – Public information, visible and 
retrievable information for everyone

• Trusted parties – Visible and retrievable 
only for the organisations you give permission

• Only me – Private information, visible only 
for you (useful for your e-mail adress, for 
example) 
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Creating an ORCID Profile – Add 
Works through Search & Link
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Click on Add

Different ways 
to import 
documents: 
Crossref, 
Scopus, WoS, 
etc.



Creating an ORCID Profile – Automatic import from 
connected sources (Trusted Organizations system)

• This occurs when the researcher 
has previously authorized 
connections with databes as 
Scopus, Web of Science, Crossref, 
etc.

• When a new article is published, if 
the publisher or database has the 
author's ORCID in the metadata, 
that entity can automatically push 

the work to the author's ORCID 
record.
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There is always the option to deny access
This can be done in the account settings. 



Creating an ORCID Profile – 
Add works manually
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Click on Add and then 
Add manually



Creating an ORCID Profile – 
Add education info
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Click on Add



SCOPUS
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What is Scopus?

• Scopus is a bibliographic and citation database 
developed by Elsevier

• Main competitor of Web of Science

• Includes

• Materials from peer-reviewed journals, book chapters, 
books, and conference proceedings

• More than 27,000 active peer-reviewed journals

• Multidisciplinary coverage: social sciences, business, 
engineering, health sciences, arts and humanities (with a 
significantly lower presence of these disciplines, however)

• Comprehensive information on authorship, affiliations, 
collaborations, and citation metrics
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Source: https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content



What is Scopus used 
for? 

• Finding scientific literature

• Identifying a researcher’s publications

• Obtaining metrics: citations, h-index, publication 
trends, collaboration networks

• Analyzing institutions, journals, and research 
trends
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Why is Scopus relevant for 
researchers?

• Key reference source for evaluations, bibliometric reports and 
competitive funding calls

• Its metrics are widely used in: internal university asessments, 
funding applications, rankings, impact studies

• Scopus allows researchers to analyze their research trajectory, 
identify collaborations, and review consolidated publication 
records

• Scopus automatically assings each author a Scopus Author ID, 
linked to their indexed publications
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For Scopus, author identity is central: if the profile is fragmented, the
metrics will become fragmented as well



What is Scopus Author ID 
and how does it work?

• Identifier automatically assigned by Scopus to any researcher who has published at least one document indexed in 
the database

• Main purpose: group all of a researcher’s scientific output within Scopus, even when name variations or 
affiliation changes occur

• What includes?

• Author’s name and detected name variants

• Affiliations associated with their indexed publications

• Complete list of documents indexed in Scopus

• Scopus based-metrics (FWCI, h-index, co-autorship patterns, and more)
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Note that it is not a manually created profile (as ORCID was) – it is generated
automatically by the Scopus algorithm



Common problems related to 
Scopus Author ID

Whenever Scopus indexes a new article, its algorithm analyzes all 
available authorship information

Based on this analysis, the algorithm decides whether to:

• Assign the publication to an existing Author ID

• Create a new Author ID if the match is uncertain (leading to 
duplicates)

• Split the author’s output into multiple IDs if the name variants 
cause ambiguity

In such cases, common problems arise:

• Duplicate Author IDs

• Fragmented publication records

• Misassigned articles

• Incorrect metrics due to dispersed output
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What can researchers do with their Author ID?

Although the Scopus Author ID is automatically generated, researchers can take actions to manage 
it:

❖Request the merge of duplicate profiles. Essential when a researcher has multiple IDs with 
separated sets of publications

❖Correct name variants or errors. Useful if the author name appears misspelled or 

inconsistently formatted

❖Update their institutional affiliation. Particularly important when transitioning to a new 
institution

❖Link your Scopus Author ID to your ORCID ID
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More info here: How do I use the Author Feedback Wizard? - Scopus Support 
Center

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/34288/supporthub/scopus/p/18445/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/34288/supporthub/scopus/p/18445/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/34288/supporthub/scopus/p/18445/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/34288/supporthub/scopus/p/18445/


Merging authors in Scopus
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• Example: Coppola, Federica

Click on “Request to merge 
authors”
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Merging authors in Scopus

Select your current affiliation

Choose your preferred 
name



Merging authors in Scopus

36

Click on “Potential author matches”



Link your Scopus Author ID to your ORCID ID
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Click on “Connect to ORCID”



Web of Science
(WoS)
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What is Web of Science?

Web of Science (WoS) is a curated, multidisciplinary 
citation index managed by Clarivate.

It is one of the world’s leading databases for tracking 
high-quality scientific literature and citation activity.

Key characteristics

• Includes journals, books, and conference proceedings 
selected through a demanding editorial evaluation 
process

• Contains multiple indexes, such as:
• Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE)

• Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI)

• Arts & Humanities Citation Index (AHCI)

• Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI)
Source: Home - Web of Science : Getting Started -
LibGuides at Nanyang Technological University

https://libguides.ntu.edu.sg/c.php?g=959391
https://libguides.ntu.edu.sg/c.php?g=959391
https://libguides.ntu.edu.sg/c.php?g=959391
https://libguides.ntu.edu.sg/c.php?g=959391
https://libguides.ntu.edu.sg/c.php?g=959391
https://libguides.ntu.edu.sg/c.php?g=959391


Why is Web of Science relevant for researchers?

Web of Science is widely used for:

• Evaluation and research assessments

• Bibliometric analysis

• Visibility and discoverability

• Author identification
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For many universities and funding bodies, WoS remains as one of the most authorative source of
bibliometric data



What is the WoS Researcher ID?

The Web of Science ResearcherID is a unique identifier 
assigned to authors whose publications appear in Web of 
Science

What it includes:

• All WoS-indexed publications attributed to the author

• Citations counts and h-index within the WoS Core 
Collection

• Co-authorship networks

• Author’s institutional affiliations

• A unique persistent ID
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Indexed publications attributed to the author

Some metrics (there are more that 
do not appear in this screenshot)

Permanent 
identifiers

Affiliation(s)

Disciplines of knowledge related to 
the work of the researcher



What is the WoS Researcher ID?

How it works
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❖The ResearcherID is not fully 
automatic: authors must claim 

their profile to take control of it

❖Once claimed, the system can 
automatically update the profile 
with new WoS-indexed 

publications

❖Authors can link their 
ResearcherID to their ORCID ID 
for automatic data exchange

Common issues

Because attribution initially depends 

on algorithmic matching, 
problems may occur:

❖Misassigned publications

❖Missing publications

❖Multiple profiles for the same 

author

❖ Outdated affiliations



How edit and curate your WoS profile

Claim your profile

➢ Go to Web of Science → Researcher Profiles [link here]

➢ Search your name and variations

➢ Claim the correct profile (or profiles, if duplicates exist)

➢ Once claimed, you gain full control over editing and updating

44

https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/author-search


Claim your profile
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Click on this profile
Click on “Claim my record”



How edit and curate your WoS profile

Merge duplicate profiles

If the system has created more than one ResearcherID:

• Use the “Merge” option, or

• Contact Clarivate support to request consolidation 
(here)
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Merging ensures correct citation counts and a unified publication record

https://webofscience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/25549800634385-Correcting-Researcher-Profiles


Merge duplicate profiles
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Select & Merge profiles



How edit and curate your WoS profile

Add or remove publications

Things researchers can do:

• Accept automatically suggested publications 
detected by WoS

• Remove publications that were incorrectly 
attributed

• Import missing publications manually if needed

48

Click on “Submit a correction”



How edit and curate 
your WoS profile

Update personal information

• Edit preferred name

• Name variants

• Affiliation history

• Research fields or keywords
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Click on “Edit”

Choose your Display name

Choose your primary affiliation

Key: Maintaning 
consistent institutional 
affiliation (e.g., IE 
Univeristy) is crucial 
for accurate 
reporting! 



How edit and curate your WoS profile

Linking with ORCID ID
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This is strongly recommended because it enables:

• Automatic synchronization between WoS and ORCID

• Improved attribution in both platforms

• More efficient reporting for evaluations and funding 
applications

You can select how the data is 
synchronized



Google Scholar ID
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What is Google Scholar?

• Free search engine

• Unlike curated databases such as Web of Science or 

Scopus, Google Scholar crawls academic websites, 
repositories, publishers’ pages, institutional domains, 
and sometimes non-academic sources

• Using this powerful web crawler, Google Scholar 
extracts large amounts of metadata, although 
sometimes not very accurately
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Why is less reliable than Scopus and Wos?

Google Scholar has no editorial selection process, no controlled 
indexation, and limited metadata verification.

This leads to:

• Duplicate records

• Misattributed authorship

• Inflated citation counts

• Inclusion of non-peer-reviewed material

• Inconsistent or missing metadata

• Difficulty distinguishing between authors with similar names

53

Google Scholar is useful, but it's not a controlled database. Normally, its metrics 
are not suitable for formal research evaluation.



In any case, GS can be useful
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Despite its limitations, Google Scholar has important 
strengths:

• Presence of documents from disciplines such as 

Architecture, Humanities, and Social Sciences

• It collects materials published in languages other than 

English

• It offers a free and easy-to-use profile system.



How to create and curate a Google Scholar profile

Creating profile

1. Sign-in with a Google account

2. Go to Google Scholar > My Profile

3. Add your name, institutional affiliation, email 
(preferably institutional), and research interests

4. Google Scholar will automatically suggest 

publications it believes belong to you
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Suggested documets



How to create and curate a Google Scholar profile

Curating your profile
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Because Scholar’s algorithm is imperfect, manual curation is essential:

a) Accept or reject 
suggested 
publications

• Add only those that 
truly belong to you

• Reject misattributed 
works immediately

b) Merge duplicate records

• Scholar often creates multiple 
versions of the same 
publication

• Use the “Merge” option to 
combine then an avoid inflated 
metrics

c) Add missing 
publications manually

• Useful for books, book 
chapters, non-indexed 
outputs…

d) Regularly review 
citations and new 
works

• Periodic review keeps 
the profile reasonable 
accurate

Google Scholar is broad and inclusive, but not well curated. It is useful for 
visibility, especially in Humanities and Architecture, but its metrics must be 
interpreted with caution.
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ResearchGate
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What is ResearchGate?

• ResearchGate is a social networking platform for 
researchers

• It allow users to create profiles, share their work, 
follow other researchers and interact with the scientific 
community

• It has metrics as “ResearchGate Score” and 
reads/downloads, but there are not bibliometric 
indicators

• RG is a social platform, not a bibliographic database
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Advantages and disadvantages

ADVANTAGES

• Increasing visibility among peers

• Networking with researchers 

• Discovering research communities and 
discussion threads

• Receiving tracking engagement (reads and 
dowloads)
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DISADVANTAGES

• Not a curated database; anyones can upload 
materials

• Not a citation index. RG’s metrics do not replace 
bibliometric indicators

• Not suitable for formal evaluation

• Researchers must be extremely careful when 
uploading full-text publications to ResearchGate. 
Uploading copyrighted PDFs to ResearchGate can 
violate publishing agreements and expose the 

researcher to legal risk



Final Insights & Recommendations
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Key Takeaways
• Active maintenance: your digital academic identity is not static. It 

must be reviewed and curated regularly

• Keep your information consistent: name, affiliation, ORCID

• Some Good Practices:

• Checking for duplicate Scopus Author IDs or WoS ResearcherIDs

• Rejecting incorrect attributions

• Merging repeated entries

• Updating name variants and affiliations

• Linking or reconnecting ORCID if synchronisation breaks
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The library is here to 
help!

• Personalised support for any researcher. You can 
contact us anytime

• We can also take action directly in Scopus and Web of 
Science. We are able to:

• Request merges of duplicate profiles in Scopus and 
WoS

• Correct errors in both databases profiles

• Update affiliations

• Help verify or restructure identities

• Ongoing institutional curation project
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Shared responsibilty

• Library + researchers working together

• Awareness + technical support = accurate 
academic identity
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Thank you!
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Contact us:

❖ biblioteca@ie.edu

❖ openaccess@ie.edu

mailto:biblioteca@ie.edu
mailto:biblioteca@ie.edu

	Diapositiva 1
	Diapositiva 2: Learning Objectives
	Diapositiva 3: What is an Academic Author Profile?
	Diapositiva 4: One easy example…
	Diapositiva 5: How a fragmented identity affects visibility and attribution 
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8: ORCID
	Diapositiva 9: ORCID
	Diapositiva 10
	Diapositiva 11: Advantages of having an ORCID iD
	Diapositiva 12: Name disambiguation
	Diapositiva 13: Advantages of having an ORCID iD
	Diapositiva 14: Advantages of having an ORCID iD
	Diapositiva 15
	Diapositiva 16: You can also synchronize it with our repository!
	Diapositiva 17: Platforms and organizations supporting ORCID
	Diapositiva 18: The ORCID record – Public View
	Diapositiva 19
	Diapositiva 20
	Diapositiva 21: Creating an ORCID profile
	Diapositiva 22: Creating an ORCID Profile – Privacy Settings
	Diapositiva 23: Creating an ORCID Profile – Add Works through Search & Link
	Diapositiva 24: Creating an ORCID Profile – Automatic import from connected sources (Trusted Organizations system)
	Diapositiva 25: Creating an ORCID Profile – Add works manually
	Diapositiva 26: Creating an ORCID Profile – Add education info
	Diapositiva 27: SCOPUS
	Diapositiva 28: What is Scopus?
	Diapositiva 29: What is Scopus used for? 
	Diapositiva 30: Why is Scopus relevant for researchers?
	Diapositiva 31: What is Scopus Author ID and how does it work?
	Diapositiva 32: Common problems related to Scopus Author ID
	Diapositiva 33: What can researchers do with their Author ID?
	Diapositiva 34: Merging authors in Scopus
	Diapositiva 35
	Diapositiva 36: Merging authors in Scopus
	Diapositiva 37: Link your Scopus Author ID to your ORCID ID
	Diapositiva 38: Web of Science (WoS)
	Diapositiva 39: What is Web of Science?
	Diapositiva 40: Why is Web of Science relevant for researchers?
	Diapositiva 41: What is the WoS Researcher ID?
	Diapositiva 42
	Diapositiva 43: What is the WoS Researcher ID?
	Diapositiva 44: How edit and curate your WoS profile
	Diapositiva 45: Claim your profile
	Diapositiva 46: How edit and curate your WoS profile
	Diapositiva 47: Merge duplicate profiles
	Diapositiva 48: How edit and curate your WoS profile
	Diapositiva 49: How edit and curate your WoS profile
	Diapositiva 50: How edit and curate your WoS profile
	Diapositiva 51: Google Scholar ID
	Diapositiva 52: What is Google Scholar?
	Diapositiva 53: Why is less reliable than Scopus and Wos?
	Diapositiva 54: In any case, GS can be useful
	Diapositiva 55: How to create and curate a Google Scholar profile
	Diapositiva 56: How to create and curate a Google Scholar profile
	Diapositiva 57
	Diapositiva 58: ResearchGate
	Diapositiva 59: What is ResearchGate?
	Diapositiva 60: Advantages and disadvantages
	Diapositiva 61: Final Insights & Recommendations
	Diapositiva 62: Key Takeaways
	Diapositiva 63: The library is here to help!
	Diapositiva 64: Shared responsibilty
	Diapositiva 65

