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Introduction
• Open Access (OA) publication of research = fundamental pillar of 

Open Science
• Encouragement of OA by supranational organizations and 

governments → but uneven incorporation of mandates and 
guidelines by country / HE system

• How are Spanish academics joining OA? How are they adapting to 
its new practices?



DOSSUE Project → Diagnosis of Open Science in the Spanish 
University system and mechanisms for its transformation and 
improvement

https://doi.org/10.3989/redc.2024.3.1555 https://zenodo.org/communities/rossue/records?q=&l=list&p=1&s=10&sort=newest 

https://doi.org/10.3989/redc.2024.3.1555
https://zenodo.org/communities/rossue/records?q=&l=list&p=1&s=10&sort=newest


DOSSUE Project

• Knowledge about OS and citizen science initiatives
• OS infrastructures and policies implemented at their institution
• Opinion on the evaluation practices of researchers 
• Experience, attitudes and preferences regarding the publication of OA and Open Data

2021 Survey on Spanish academics - 251 answers



DOSSUE Project

Academics better informed:
• Up to 35 years old, assistants and PhD assistants
• From 61 years old onwards, Professors 
• PhD holders (5 years)
• More than 50 publications (specially between 100 

and 200 publications)
• Natural Sciences and Health vs. Arts and Humanities

2021 Survey on Spanish academics - 251 answers



DOSSUE Project

2021 Survey on Spanish academics - 251 answers
Perceived advantages of OA

The better informed 
you consider to be 
about OS, the more 
advantages you see 
in OA publication

+
No (significant) 

sociodemographic 
differences

Regression 
analysis

Individual benefits:
• Higher research visibility – wider audience

• Impact gains
• Potential collaborations

• Faster publication process

• But Spanish academics do not expect strong 
impact on their reputation.

Social benefits:
• Rapid knowledge dissemination



DOSSUE Project

Publication costs (APCs)

Perception of OA journals:
• Lower prestige
• Lack of peer review & predatory journals
• Low impact factors

Related risks:
• Academic promotion
• Plagiarism

2021 Survey on Spanish academics - 251 answers
Perceived disadvantages of OA

Regression 
analysis

No (significant) 

sociodemographic 
differences



DOSSUE Project

2021 Survey on Spanish academics - 251 answers
• Most informed scholars about OS: young, experienced, Natural Sciences, 

research active

• Not driven to publish in OA as a result of legal mandates and their respective 
universities

• Advantages of OA: greater dissemination, visibility, impact, audience and 
possibilities of connection with other researchers

• Disadvantages of OA: publication costs + lower scientific quality, prestige, 
impact factor → academic promotion

• Cultural change in process → moving from awareness (theory) to practice



What do Spanish academics 
DO?
My personal experience

02



How do I work? Open Science in my research activity

Dissemination 
of research 

results

Scientific journals
Impact index, prestige

Conferences, seminars
Scientific community

Specialized blogs
Academics, managers, policy makers

Social Networks
ResearchGate, LinkedIn

Repositories (UAM, Zenodo)
Sexenios, Scientific community

Publications OPE-UAM
Students, managers, etc.

Data bases
Society

Press
Society



• Competitive projects: funding for OA
• Citizen science and service learning: 

• Final Degree Project – collaborative / participatory
• My subjects: taxation

How do I work? Open Science in my research activity



In short…
• Is there an Open Science Culture?

• Do I know my institution's infrastructure for OS?
• Do I talk to my colleagues at my Faculty about how to do OS?

• Main concern → academic promotion
• Review of regulations and evaluation, contracting and incentive 

systems
• New culture of evaluators?
• Do we all have to carry out the same research activities at all 

stages of our academic career? 



DOSSUE Project

2021 Survey on Spanish academics - 251 answers
• Most informed scholars about OS: young, experienced, Natural Sciences, 

higher research activity

• Not driven to publish in OA as a result of legal mandates and their respective 
universities

• Advantages of OA: greater dissemination, visibility, impact, audience and 
possibilities of connection with other researchers

• Disadvantages of OA: publication costs + lower scientific quality, prestige, 
impact factor → academic promotion

• Cultural change in process → moving from awareness (theory) to practice



Thank you for your 
attention

Eva M. de la Torre – eva.torre@uam.es 

The contents of this document/presentation are licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

mailto:eva.torre@uam.es
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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